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Sound Traveler heads to Cuba in March!
Cape Canaveral, FL – Acoustic music duo Sound Traveler (Bob & Patty Tatum) plans to visit Cuba for two weeks this March. Although the island is a short 90-minute plane ride from Orlando, they are busily preparing for an exotic experience that may make it seem much further away than that.
They will be participating in an educational program in Santiago de Cuba, the second-largest city that's considered the home of traditional Cuban music. For one week, they will study and perform with Septeto Tipico Tivoli, playing Cuban classics such as “Sabroso” and “El Carretero.” Musical immersion is guaranteed, as the daily schedule includes music classes, rehearsals, Latin percussion workshops, visits to instrument makers, dance training, and nights out to enjoy live music. 
Bob and Patty will spend their first week in Cuba by traveling to Havana, Trinidad and Camaguey. They'll stay in the homes of private citizens at “Casas Particulares,” and they will go hiking in Topes de Collantes national park, cruise in a vintage car to Sugar Mill Valley, and explore Trinidad's UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
Preparation for the trip started several months ago, soon after they decided to join Caledonia Worldwide's program. They obtained educational visas, did extensive research, and still continue to practice Spanish every day. Recently they received new Cuban music to learn so they will be ready for rehearsals and performances.   

“I became interested in visiting Cuba after a friend told me about her plans to go on a cruise.  That led to internet surfing, just out of curiosity, and then I found out about the chance to make music with a Cuban band, and I was sold,” explains Patty. “I love the music, I'm fascinated by the classic cars, I've heard the people are so nice, and I just can't wait to see how it all unfolds. And then, of course, I had to convince Bob, but that didn't take much.”
“Whenever we travel, we want to be able to share our music. It's who we are and what we do. That's what Sound Traveler is all about. And this program just seems ideal. We'll have to hold on loosely and be ready for anything that comes our way,” Bob adds.
Getting to know the local people, especially the musicians, should prove to be a trip highlight.  Since the Cuban people generally don't have access to many typical supplies people in other countries take for granted, Bob and Patty plan to take as many extras as their luggage space allows. They're stocking up on music gear like guitar strings, picks, and drumsticks in addition to toiletries and first aid supplies to share with the people they meet.

“As Internet access will be pretty limited there, we may be out of touch during our time in Cuba. But as soon as we return, we will share photos and stories on Facebook and our website. We expect to come back with some amazing memories and wonderful new friendships,” says Patty.

Sound Traveler is a full-time professional acoustic music duo that combines energy and a wide variety of instruments, including guitar, trumpet, bass, concertina, percussion, harmonica, and lead/harmony vocals, to create feel-good acoustic music in different genres such as classic rock/pop/country covers, light jazz, classy standards, folk, Americana, and originals.  With almost 2000 shows and counting since 2010, Sound Traveler tours regularly throughout Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and Tennessee, and has also played in Japan, Costa Rica, Tucson, AZ, Virginia, and Washington, DC.  
For more information, contact Bob and Patty Tatum at (407) 312-3420 or www.soundtravelerband.com.
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